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who told me, he was very intimate with Lord Chester-
field; and holding it as a well-known truth, defended
Lord Chesterfield, by saying, that * Gibber, who had been
introduced familiarly by the back-stairs, had probably
not been there above ten minutes.* It may seem strange
even to entertain a doubt concerning a story so long and
so widely current, and thus implicitly adopted, if not
sanctioned, by the authority which I have mentioned;
but Johnson himself assured me, that there was not
the least foundation for it. He told me, that there
never was any particular incident which produced a
quarrel between Lord Chesterfield and him; but that
his Lordship's continued neglect was the reason why
he resolved to have no connection with him. When
the Dictionary was upon the eve of publication, Lord
Chesterfield, who, it is said, had flattered himself with ,
expectations that Johnson would dedicate the work
to him, attempted, in a courtly manner, to sooth, and
insinuate himself with the Sage, conscious, as it should
seem, of the cold indifference with which he had treat-
ed its learned author; and further attempted to concil-
iate him, by writing two papers in The World, in re-
commendation of the work; and it must be confessed,*
that they contain some studied compliments, so finely
turned, that if there had been no previous offence, it is
probable that Johnson would have been highly delighted.
Praise, in general, was pleasing to him; but by praise
from a man of rank and elegant accomplishments, he
was peculiarly gratified.
This courtly device failed of its effect. Johnson,
who thought that 'all was false and hollow,' despised
the honeyed words, and was even indignant that Lord
Chesterfield should, for a moment, imagine that he
could be the dupe of such an artifice. His expression to